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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

For  the  Year  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Newtown  & Llanllwchaiarn 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1942. 

The  Public  Health  Officials  of  your  Area  are  : The 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time),  and  Mr  A.  S.  Benbow 
who  combines  the  duties  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor, 
Water  Manager  and  Meat  Inspector. 

STATISTICS. 

Area,  7,224  acres. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1942 
according  to  the  Rate  Books,  1,550. 

Rateable  Value,  £23,372. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  £92. 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  Community  has  been 
good.  No  ill  results  have  followed  the  war-time  restrictions 
on  the  supplies  of  certain  kinds  of  food.  In  my  opinion  the 
population  is  in  a healthier  state.  This  may  be  due  partly 
to  the  fact  there  is  practically  no  unemployment  in  the  area 
and  fair  supplies  of  garden  produce  have  been  available. 
A more  extensive  use  could  be  made  of  the  Allotments  and 
other  waste  ground  available. 
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During  the  year,  the  district  has  been  free  from  any 
epidemic  of  infectious  diseases. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


1 olal.  Male  Female 
91  43  48 

Live  f Legitimate  ...  88  42  46 

Births  [Illegitimate  .32  1 


This  gives  a Bir  th  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian 
population  of  17.5  compared  with  a rale  of  15.8  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


Still  f Legitimate 
Births  \ Illegitimate 


Total.  Male 

3 2 

• 2 
0 


Female 

I 

0 


The  rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  is  31.9. 


Total  Males  Females 
Deaths  ...  64  31  33 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civilian 
population  is  12.6  compared  with  11.6  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales.  This  is  the  lowest  death  rate  for 
many  years. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal,  post  abortion 
and  other  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  total  3 : 2 males, 
1 female.  Legitimate,  2 males.  1 female. 

Illegitimate,  0 0 „ 

The  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  is  31.9. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  ..  ...  ...  6 

,,  Measles  ...  ...  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ...  0 
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The  other  chief  causes  of  death  are:  — 


H eart  Disease  - •••  ..  17 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  8 

Intracranial  Vascular  Diseases  ...  ...  8 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  2 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  1942:  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  3 

Erysipelas  ...  ..  ...  2 

Measles  ...  13 

Pneumonia  18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  3 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  2 cases  notified  during  the  year,  both 
females,  aged  respectively  25  and  53,  both  of  the  respiratory 
type.  Deaths:  Seven  pulmonary,  five  females,  aged  22, 

25,  28,  45  and  53.  Two  males,  aged  33  and  53.  The  noiv 
respiratory  death  was  in  a woman  aged  60. 

The  Notification  of  the  disease  is  satisfactorily  carried 
out  in  the  area  and  full  advantage  is  taken  of  the  services  of 
Dr.  M.  I.  Jackson,  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  and  his  opinion  is  highly  valued  by  the  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  district. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year 
ending  December  3 1 st,  1942. 

(a)  The  number  of  inspections  made  by  me  during  the 

year  ...  ...  160 

(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  dis" 
tinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal  notices:  — 

1.  Informal  Notices.  Served,  44.  Complied  with,  40 

2.  Statutory  Notices.  ,,  2.  ,,  2 

(c)  The  result  of  service  of  such  notices  : — 

1.  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  40 

2.  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  2 
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HOUSING. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Act  have  been  made 
but  there  has  been  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  repairs  and 
improvements  carried  out  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  skilled  men. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  regular  inspections  have  been  made  at 
the  Government  Slaughter  House,  and  the  following 
animals  were  killed  : — 

Cattle,  1,025.  Sheep,  13,366.  Pigs,  186.  Calves,  1,038. 

The  following  carcases  with  Tuberculosis  were 
condemned  and  the  undermentioned  are  the  particulars  : — 

Carcases  Cattle,  with  tuberculosis  12 

Carcases — Sheep,  with  tuberculosis  ...  1 

There  were  a few  carcases  which  were  Septic  and 
fevered  also  dropsical,  which  were  condemned,  and  parts 
of  carcases  and  organs  which  had  fluke,  abcesses, 
Actinomycosis,  bruised,  etc.,  which  wer  e also  condemned. 

WATER  UNDERTAKING. 

During  the  year  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  examination  and  were  found 
very  satisfactory.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  on 
the  Bacteriologic.d  examination  : — 

Nature  of  Sample.  Tap  in  Yard  New  Church  Street. 
Date  and  hour  of  collection,  18  12  42,  9 a.m. 

Date  and  hour  of  arrival,  18  12/42,  12-30  p.m. 

Date  and  hour  of  examination,  18  12  42,  12-30  p.m. 

Plate  count.  Yeastrel  agar  3 days  22°C  aerobically  0 per  ml. 
„ ,,  2 days  37°C  „ 0 per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MaConkey  2 days 
37°C  ...  0 per  100  ml. 

Approximate  proportions  of  faecal  and  non-faecal  Coli: 

(a)  Faecal  coli  ..  0 Per  Cent. 

(b)  Non-faecal  coli  ...  0 Per  Cent. 


5 


Remarks  : 

Highly  Satisfactory. 

Date,  21/12/42.  (Signed),  M.  V.  N.  Sudds. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Sewage  Farm  has  been  regularly  inspected  and 
found  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT. 

Regular  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  I have  found  them 
in  a clean  condition  and  much  improved. 

Weekly  samples  of  Milk  have  been  taken  and  sent 
away  to  be  tested  for  cleanliness  and  keeping  qualities. 
The  results  of  the  Analysis  vary  from  week  to  week  but  on 
the  whole  the  reports  have  been  fairly  satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  report  the  excellent  work 
done  by  Mr  A.  S.  Benbow  in  his  various  duties  and  to  the 
help  rendered  to  me  at  all  times  by  the  Clerk  and  other 
officials  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  SHEARER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  28th,  1943. 
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